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Hardin Cemetery No. 1 

Location and Description 
 
         Located in the northeastern section of Faulkner County, this abandoned cemetery 
contains the resting place of the legendary pioneer Jonathon Hardin and his  wife, 
Elizabeth.  It is situated on the southern slope of Hardin Hill and is bordered on the south 
by Marcus Hill Road.  There is a metal gate that blocks the road to the cemetery, which is 
now on private property.  Several years after this survey was made, the cemetery was 
revisited and it was discovered that logging operations were in progress around the 
perimeter of the cemetery.  
 
History 
 
          Jonathan Hardin was a very colorful pioneer and has many legends attached to his 
life.  If Col. Asa P. Robinson is considered the “father of Conway,” certainly it can be said 

GPS Coordinates:  35 12.43  92 16.20 
Township 7 North, Range 12 West, Section 27 

Political Township:  Enola 
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that Jonathan Hardin was the “father of  Faulkner County.”   
 
           Jonathan Hardin came to Arkansas with his parents, Joab and Sarah (Drake) 
Hardin, in 1815 at the age of 15.  Hardin Settlement in Pulaski County was named after 
his father.       
         As early as 1828, he served as court magistrate and as Conway County 
representative for a period of two years (1844-46).  He was postmaster in his settlement 
in 1852.  
 
           At one time, Mr. Hardin owned fifteen slaves.  It was said that he was good to his 
slaves, but worked them very hard.  He had a strong compassion for the underdog and 
would try hard to give a poor man a job when he needed work.  He had a larger than 
average home of that day, and it was used as an inn for travelers. 
 
           Research into the genealogy of Jonathan Hardin produced several documented 
details about his family history.  It has been mentioned that Elizabeth (Magness) 
Greathouse Hardin was his second wife.  However, no evidence or information was 
found about his first wife.  He was approximately 37 years old when he married the 
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widow of Daniel Greathouse and had two living children at the time of his second 
marriage. 
 
          Jonathan and Elizabeth were married June 16, 1837, in Pulaski County, Arkansas.  
They had six children:  Abraham, John Francis, Elizabeth, Louisa, Ambrose, and Missouri 
Arkansas Hardin.  Her marriage to Daniel Greathouse produced three known children:  
Robert, Mariah, and Marietta. 
 
          Around 1840, Jonathan built a two-story house from oak logs.  The home was 
positioned high atop Hardin Hill.  Slave quarters were located south of the hill, and a forge 
and blacksmith shop were located at the bottom of the hill.  Because the home was 
conveniently located halfway between Clinton and Little Rock, cattlemen would spend 
nights at the tavern.  He owned a cotton gin and turned out two bales of cotton a day.  He 
raised hogs and marketed them in Little Rock.  He also had a herd of cattle, which 
provided fresh milk for his children. 
 
          In 1841, Jonathan owned 840 acres in what was to become Faulkner County.  
Most of the land was located about ten miles east of his home near the White County line. 
 
          Jonathan hired a teacher to live in his home and teach his children and those of his 
second wife.  He owned a fine carriage, the only one in that part of the county.  He kept 
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two fine horses fitted with first-class harnesses.  The four Hardin girls, his two and the two 
belonging to his second wife, Elizabeth, often went into Little Rock in their beautiful silk 
dresses in the fine carriage.  They were driven there by a negro in livery.  In Little Rock, 
they were well-received in high society.  Hardin was generous in the free use of his 
slaves, and in the donation of land for a school and church. 
           The legendary figures of the James brothers and the Youngers were frequent 
guests at his inn.  Another traditional story is that some travelers who remained overnight 
became victims of strange happenings, and that it was their last journey.  Out of this 
family history have come many stories of ghosts and buried treasure.  Although there is 
no evidence that Hardin ever did any of the terrible acts attributed to him, the stories 
persist.  Some think the stories might have sprung up out of fertile imaginations because 
people leaving the inn were never seen again. 
 
           Jonathan Hardin was considered a successful farmer and businessman.  In 1852, 
he donated ten acres of land at Holland to the Oakland Methodist Church.  In 1853, he 
and his slaves built a log cabin church on the land. 
 
           Jonathan died on December 16, 1869, at the age of 69.  A year before her death 
in 1873, Elizabeth Hardin executed a Last Will and Testament (Will Book A, pgs. 1-2), 
which gives insight into the state of affairs after Jonathan’s death.  It is interesting to note 
that she bequeathed her money and property in the following way: 

 
Last Will and Testament of Elizabeth Hardin 

 
To my beloved son, Robert Greathouse, I do give and bequeath the 

sum of  Five Dollars. 
To the heirs of my deceased daughter Mariah Murphy I do give and 

bequeath the sum of Five Dollars to be divided among them share and 
share alike. 

I do give and bequeath unto the heirs of my deceased daughter 
Sarah Sherman the sum of Five Dollars. 

To the heirs of my deceased daughter Marietta Jones I do give and 
bequeath the sum of Five Dollars to be divided among them share and 
share alike. 

I do give and bequeath unto my beloved daughter Elizabeth Venable 
the sum of Five Dollars. 

To the heirs of my deceased daughter Missouri Kelsey I do give and 
bequeath the sum of Five Dollars. 

I do hereby give and bequeath unto my beloved son John Francis 
the following land [legal description follows] …. together with all the 
Personal Property of which I may die.  I make this seemingly unequal 
division of my Property for the reason that my said son John Francis is quite 
young and unsettled in life.  My other Children, some of them being dead, 
leaving their heirs well provided for, and those who are living all have a 
competency and as a further consideration my said son John Francis 
agrees to reside with and care for me during the remainder of my life.  I do 
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Census Data 
 
           The monuments of Jonathan and Elizabeth Hardin have sadly been damaged by 
vandals and those seeking to find the famous “buried treasure.”  Elizabeth’s monument 
is broken into several pieces and would require extensive work to restore. 
 
           An article in Faulkner Facts and Fiddlings, relates some of the events surrounding 
the destruction of these two monuments. 
 

Hardin Grave Stones Returned — Monuments marking the graves 
of Jonathan Hardin and his wife Elizabeth, pioneer citizens of our county, 
recently disappeared from their site near Marcus Hill.  In response to a 
news story and appeal printed in the Log Cabin Democrat, these markers 
were returned.  Mr. Hardin Stark, one of our directors and a descendant of 
Mr. Hardin, promptly imbedded the stones in concrete at the graves.  Both 
Mr. Stark and the Log Cabin Democrat, as well as the responsive reader 
who returned the monuments, have our sincere thanks. 

 
           The inscription on the monuments are badly deteriorated and have become 
almost illegible.  Reconstructed, the inscriptions would read as follows: 
 

Jonathan Hardin 
Born 15 December 1800 in Tennessee 

Died 16 December 1869 in Conway County, Arkansas 
Son of Joab and Sarah (Drake) Hardin 

 
Elizabeth (Magness) Greathouse Hardin 

Born 9 October 1808 in Indian Territory (now Oklahoma) 
Died 24 October 1873 in Faulkner County, Arkansas 

Daughter of Robert Magness, Sr. 
Wife of Daniel Greathouse and Jonathan Hardin 

 
           In addition to the two monuments of Jonathan and Elizabeth, there is also 
evidence of at least 35 graves marked with fieldstones.  It has been conjectured that 
these might be the graves of Jonathan Hardin’s slaves or the graves of the travellers 
who died mysteriously while staying at the Hardin Inn.  It is also plausible that vandals 
have dug around in the cemetery looking for “treasure,” and made these concave 
indentions and sunken areas in the ground. 
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Grave of Jonathan Hardin 
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1873 Land Ownership Map of Faulkner County, Arkansas 
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Driving Directions:  From the junction of Highway 65 and 225 in Greenbrier, drive 
east on Highway 225 to Wilson Bottoms Road.  Turn right (south) and drive several 
miles, crossing the Cadron at one point.  This area is known as the “Bowie Bottoms.”  
Turn left (east) on Marcus Hill Road.  The cemetery is a short distance on the left 
(north) side of the road.  There is a metal gate that blocks the road to the cemetery.  


