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                    Jesse Jeffery (Ol’ Jesse) 
 
 Getting back to the reasons why Ol’ Jim and Jane (Mason) Jeffery went west 
incorporates some of the early history of Ol’ Jim Jeffery’s brother, Jesse Jeffery. Unlike Ol’ 
Jim, who was and still is considered by many Jeffery Family Descendants and Historians, a 
more Placid Individual, Ol’ Jesse Jeffery had more of a fiery element and temperament to his 
character. He stood ready to meet any life challenge to either himself or his family, which also 
included the lives of his brother’s family’s and children as well. 
 
 Jesse Jeffery had preceded James and Jane’s arrival (1803) into the wild and wooly 
western Kentucky Frontier around Elizabeth (Hopkinsville, Kentucky today) in 1791 or 1792. 
James and Jane Jeffery, by all indications, left the area of Fort Southwest Point late in 1802 and 
moved westward over the Avery Trace which was an old military road that connected the 
Indian Station at Fort Southwest Point to Fort Blount in Jackson County just north of the 
Nashville Settlement. This is where the trail split. If you wanted to go into western Kentucky, 
you went northwesterly (turned right) to Elizabeth (Hopkinsville today), if you wanted to go to 
Nashville, you turned southwest (Left) at Fort Blount. We have come to believe that Nathaniel 
Mason, who was part of Jane Mason’s family back east, was also on the journey into the 
“Western Lands” of Tennessee and to Jackson County. Being in the Military living at Fort 
Southwest Point, Nathaniel would be well acquainted with the Avery Trace and its overland 
route to Fort Blount. Perhaps he may have gone there previously to deliver Military supplies 
from Fort Southwest Point. There is some evidence to also suggest at this point that the Ware 
Family went along on this journey as did the family of Nathan Langston. Descendants of both 
families also turned up in the early years of western Kentucky, Illinois Territorial and Ol’ 
Lawrence County history during this same period. The Ware Family who was from South 
Carolina originally may have known the Jeffery’s in East Tennessee. The Langston’s, from 
North Carolina, may have gone a more southerly Mississippi River Crossing point from Fort 
Blount (Maybe at Memphis) and took a boat or raft across the Mississippi and up the White 
River into the Batesville, Arkansas Area. We’ll eventually find out though because we really 
didn’t take the time to look into their travel route history to Ol’ Lawrence County too deeply 
however it is a known fact that Jehoiada Jeffery married his wife, Mary Ware, in Union County 
Illinois. 
 
 It is a well know piece of Jeffery Family “Loreical” history and one that J. J. Sams also 
wrote about, that Ol’ Jess Jeffery took a liking to metal working and Silversmithing for a source 
of income as there wasn’t much real money out there in the Wilderness except what the 
Pioneers brought with them from back east. So Ol’ Jesse took to making his own counterfit 
money as did many in this wilderness to create something of value to trade to others for the 
supplies people needed to survive. I am not singling Ol’ Jesse out here. There were many 
people living here during this time period that did the same thing. Historians and geologists, 
who had been to the Cave in the Rock hideout of  the notorious Sam Mason Gang, claimed to 
have found old plates that forgers used to create fake coins with. 
 

As mentioned, J. J. Sams wrote about Jesse Jeffery’s counterfeiting history only to add 
that Ol’ Jim had said, “where Jesse got his money from makes no difference.” Sams wrote his 
story to suggest that Ol’ Jess would take trips up and down the Mississippi to New Orleans and 
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back buying articles from unsuspecting river front merchants with fake money and getting real 
money back for change. I have to wonder, “Where did Ol’ Jesse learn this trade?” Jesse’s early 
history in the Elizabeth area, as there wasn’t much of a town back then, as Goodspeed’s history 
records of Elizabeth during that period of time notes, could have met with others who were 
counterfeiting their own coins as well. Another great history a researcher can read is Perrin’s 
History of Christian County Kentucky for a list of other very early pioneers to this area. You 
see, Ol’ Jesse and his wife went to the Western Lands early in about 1792. There weren’t any 
laws out there in that vast frontier at the time and folks generally had to defend themselves the 
best they could. It could be that the people who were in this area decided to make up a currency 
that they all could live with. They also had to make livings for their families as well. So I am 
going to venture to say that most folks lived and earned their keep by existing on both sides of 
the laws of the east. Pioneers generally carried a sense of these laws with them because of their 
up bringing. Folks knew right from wrong but in this frontier, there was no system of Justice to 
enforce these laws. Only a community’s sense of “Frontier Justice” would eventually find folks 
that carried the lack of the eastern laws to an extreme as described in the next paragraph.  
 
 Sam Mason became an Outlaw and riverboat pirate some years after a very successful 
and brilliant Military career in the Revolutionary War. His gang however wasn’t to be 
considered “Notorious” until after the Harp brothers (Big Harp and Little Harp) coerced their 
way into the Mason gang’s fold. Sam Mason however, met the end of his life in Mississippi in 
1804 when he was killed by some of his own gang members who were trying to collect a 
reward, offered by the Spanish Governor of the New Orleans Territory for his head. Instead of 
being able to collect the reward, after he killed Mason and severed Sam’s head to turn over to a 
local Mississippi Sheriff, Wyllie Harp (Little Harp) was recognized by one of the local Towns 
people as a Sam Mason gang member. The Mason Gang, including Wyllie Harp, use to hold up 
travelers on the Natchez Trace Trial from Nashville to New Orleans during these years. He was 
captured by the same Sheriff that he had turned Mason’s head over to so he could claim the 
Spanish Governor’s reward for Mason’s demise. Well, Harp was tried and sentenced to hang. 
They took him out and hung him by the neck along side the Natchez Trace somewhere in 
Mississippi. This was real “Frontier Justice” of the day. Little Harps wife, Sarah Rice, was from 
the Rice Family of early East Tennessee history and was in Mississippi when Harp was 
captured in his scheme. Her Rice family, some of which lived just south of Memphis at the 
time, must have come to her and her child’s rescue and removed her from such an embarrassing 
situation. Later Sarah remarried into a fine family and lived a quiet normal life with the child of 
Harp’s that at one time, at Cave in the Rock in Illinois, he wanted to kill so people wouldn’t be 
able to recognize him. Thank God, Sarah was rescued. There was something to be said though 
for good “Down Home” Mississippi Frontier Justice. 
 
 I used the reference to the Mason Gang here for two reasons. First of all, the demise of 
Willey Harp was indeed an example of frontier Justice during this time period as the Mason 
Gang use to operate up and down the Tennessee River until about 1794. Then the Gang moved 
to the Cave in the Rock location in southern Illinois that overlooked the Ohio River where they 
would try to lure Flatboating Pioneers to their hide out and swindle or maybe even kill them for 
the money these people would be carrying from the east. The second reason is that someone 
somewhere is going try to claim that the Jeffery’s and Jane Mason were somehow related to 
Sam Mason. That would NOT be a correct lineage. Sam Mason descends from the family of 
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William Mason of Norfolk, Virginia and not from Jane and Daniel Mason’s suspected family in 
Southern Virginia.  
 
 Ol’ Jesse did well to keep a distance between him and some of the folks he may have 
come in contact with though. Instead of living an Illicit life as the Mason Gang did, we found 
Ol’ Jesse to be a business man and discovered the following property (slaves and land) 
purchases made by Ol’ Jesse that were recorded in the early Christian County, Kentucky Deed 
Books of the time. 
 
Ol’ Jesse Jeffery’s Christian County Documents are as follows: 
 
8 Feb. 1803, Christian County Deed Book “A”, Page 68, 
James Jeffery to Jesse Jeffery, 1 Negro man named Abraham abt. 25 years old and 1 Negro 
woman, Suey, 45 years, $600.  
Witness: Sam Hardin, Willis Hicks 
 
Christian County Deed Book 8, Page 425 
May 2, 1803, Jesse Jeffery to James Jeffery 100 Acres 
No Witness 
 
March 1804, Christian County Deed Book “A”, Page 124 
Jesse Jeffrie, $1,000 to Abraham Stewart, Negro man Abraham and woman Lucy, 26 
Witness: John Clark, Michael Dillingham: March 1804 
 
 The 100 acres of Land, originally purchased by Jesse Jeffery (Item 2 above) was a tract 
of land that was located on Branch Muddy Creek. The Branch Big Muddy is located 10 miles 
West of Hopkinsville, Kentucky some miles (60 to 80 miles) south of Eddyville, Kentucky. 
Branch Big Muddy was a small waterway that flowed into the Tennessee River from the east 
and there were many Pioneers (of Dutch and German Heritage and Mennonite faith included) 
traveling northward to the Illinois Territory who would travel the trail along the northern shore 
of Br. Muddy to get to the Tennessee River. The area of this land purchase along Br. Muddy 
almost became a settlement itself. There were many people who purchased land along this 
waterway. When James and Jane (Mason) Jeffery arrived in this area in 1803, Jesse signed it 
over to James on May 2 as the record indicates. This date, May 2, 1803, gives us the idea that it 
took James Jeffery and Jane Mason a few months to get from Fort Southwest Point to the 
Elizabeth Area. They traveled daily and maybe had stopped in Jackson County for a while to 
look at land there before they pushed on to Elizabeth. If they left the Fort Southwest Point and 
Kingston, Tennessee area in March of 1803, James Jeffery, Jane Mason, Nathaniel Mason and 
his wife Phoebe Brashear would have spent most of two months traveling the Avery Trace 
westward to Jackson County and Fort Blount afterwhich James and Jane proceeded to 
Hopkinsville, met Ol’ Jesse and had this 100 acres of land signed over to James after he and 
Jane arrived there. So, James and Jane and the rest of this party must have stayed a short while 
in Jackson County Tennessee. 
 
 Later, after the War of 1812, Nathaniel Mason would receive a land grant from 
Tennessee Governor Joe McMinn for his War of 1812 service as a Tennessee Volunteer. This 
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land grant was for his original 7-acre homestead that was surveyed by none other than William 
Christmas who nestled Nathaniel’s 7 acres within the lands owned by Lt. Hugh Swearingen. 
Nathaniel Mason fought with Swearingen in Spanish East Florida as part of the Military 
Company Commanded by Captain Abraham Massias. We now know however, that Nathaniel 
Mason and the Jeffery’s had to travel thru this area of Jackson County because Avery Trace 
was the Military Route to Fort Blount. Pioneers throughout American Expansionist history 
primarily traveled the Military roads from one fort to the next. This early “Pioneering Value” of 
having the protection of the military nearby while on their trail, was maintained all the way to 
the Pacific Coast in the later years of expansionist history. The Avery Trace was also the very 
same travel route used by Andrew Jackson to get from Knoxville to his own home in Nashville 
some years later. 
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 It isn’t really known when Ol’ Jesse got to the Reeds Creek area of the Missouri 
Territory. Whether or not he came with Ol’ Jim and Jane Mason Jeffery, the Jehoiada Jeffery 
family and the Willey Sams and Lavina Jeffery Family to settle here as they all did in 1816 isn’t 
known for sure. These 3 families’, including the Ware Family, still had history in the Illinois 
Territory after they left Kentucky in about 1810 thru 1816. They had traveled northward out of 
Kentucky (presumably thru Eddyville) to Union County, Illinois and close to Fort Kaskaskia on 
the Mississippi River’s eastern shore. Here in Anna, Illinois is where we found two brothers of 
the Ware Family who had set up an attorney’s practice there. They eventually became quite 
successful. James Jeffery and his descended family’s, including the new wife of Jehoiada 
Jeffery, Mary Ware and the new husband of Lavina Jeffery, Wiley Sams all lived here thru the 
War of 1812 years. They were even here on 11 Dec. 1811 to have experienced the Great New 
Madrid Earthquake that struck this area of the country in an area some 60 to 80 miles south of 
the Confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. 
 

We do know however, that Jeremiah Jeffery and Brittain Ragsdale made it to Reeds 
Creek in 1816, presumably after the Benge Killing in Alabama. During their stay, Ragsdale had 
married Eda Jeffery, the daughter of Ol’ Jim and Jane Mason Jeffery. Soon after the marriage 
however, Jeremiah Jeffery and Brittain Ragsdale left for the Texas Territory leaving Eda Jeffery 
a “Grass Widow” as described by A. C. Jeffery in his own writings of the Jeffery Family. 
 
 What we did find extremely interesting though was that by 1822 and maybe as early as 
1820 / 1821, Ol’ Jesse made his way to Reeds Creek and the Strawberry Settlement and set up 
his own General store. This became evident when Pat Sproat discovered the following legal 
history housed at the University of Arkansas, Little Rock campus. The following abstract is a 
synopsis of this case that dealt with Ol’ Jesse as a result of his trying to supply his store with 
goods. James Jeffery, Ol’ Jesse’s son, testified in this case for his father and his statements are 
shown in the actual case file of the court proceedings which the readers here can have access to, 
on-line, by any of the Links shown below within this history. The story is as follows. 
 

  Arnold Schlesinger & Aaron Gillett v.   
        Jesse Jeffrey 
 This case is the sequel to Jeffrey v. Schlesinger & Gillett. After the Superior Court 
remanded the initial case, Arnold Schlesinger and Aaron Gillett resumed the lawsuit against 
Jesse Jeffrey. Meanwhile, however, the structure of the court had changed. The Court of 
Common Pleas with its panel of three lay judges had been replaced with the Circuit Court with 
one judge "learned in the law." The new circuit court judge was Richard Searcy, who had been 
counsel for Schlesinger & Gillett in the original lawsuit. Thus, the circuit court certified the 
case up to the Superior Court to be tried there. Henry Sanford, the Clerk of the Lawrence 
County Circuit Court, certified the record on Oct. 28, 1822, and it was filed with David 
McKinney, the Clerk of the Superior Court, on Nov. 13, 1822. 

Schlesinger & Gillett complained that Jeffrey, who operated a store in Strawberry Township, 
had received their goods to sell and that he had never accounted to them for the goods or paid 
them what he owed them, amounting to $2,000. 
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In the original lawsuit, James M. Kuykendale, Deputy Sheriff of Lawrence County, had served 
the declaration on Jeffrey. As evidence, the parties presented a note from Schlesinger & Gillett 
to Jeffrey, lists of goods presumably sold by Jeffrey at his store, a receipt delivered by John 
Lafferty for two steers and a horse for James McClintock, another receipt listing a note from 
James Criswell and a bill of goods for F.N. Trammel, a list including the charge for four loads 
by Joseph Martin, and a lengthy list of goods. 

In preparation for the Superior Court trial, Schlesinger and Gillett requested that George Teal 
be summoned as a witness. Henry Armstrong delivered the subpoena to him in Big Rock 
Township in Pulaski County on Dec. 4. Meanwhile the parties had received permission to 
depose various persons. Schlesinger & Gillett notified Jeffrey that they intended to depose 
witness at the house of Nathaniel McCarrell on Dec. 9, and at the Clerk's office in the town of 
Batesville on Dec. 11. James McCarrell, a constable, delivered the notices to Jeffrey.  

On December 9 at Strawberry Township, Daniel Randall, James Jeffrey, Joseph Martin and 
John Raney were deposed at the house of Nathaniel McCarrell, before Justice of the Peace 
Thomas McCarrell. Randall testified that some in the neighborhood, who he thought bore 
Jeffrey ill will, claimed that he had raised his prices. Randall testified to paying a dollar for a 
pint decanter of rum, and fifty cents for a quart of whiskey. James Jeffrey, Jesse's son, testified 
that his father sold goods on commission and sold both his own goods and those of 
Schlesinger & Gillett. He testified that his father had raised the prices on a few of the goods; 
that the coffee his father had received from the plaintiffs was not "clean and good" but had 
some "nastiness"; that goods were to be sold on credit; and that an account had been kept. 
Joseph Martin testified that he had delivered three "waggons" of goods from Schlesinger & 
Gillett to Jeffrey, and that many people said he had raised his prices. John Raney testified that 
he had heard Jeffrey say that "he thought there was a Yankey trick to be plaid and he was in 
hopes it would not be on him."  

On December 11 the depositions continued at the Clerk's office in Batesville before Justice of 
the Peace Thomas Curran. John Lessours, Edward Sullens, John Reed and Jacob Spears gave 
testimony. They said that Jeffrey had agreed to build a house for Schlesinger & Gillett; that 
Jeffrey expected to receive an annual salary of several hundred dollars for selling goods; and 
that Schlesinger & Gillett had offered to compromise with Jeffrey over an amount due them, 
and Jeffrey offered $50 rather than "go to law," but that Schlesinger had insisted on $100. 

On December 18 both parties agreed that the suit should be continued over until the April 
Term of the Superior Court. John Wimble witnessed the agreement. The court approved the 
further taking of depositions. 

In March 1823, the Superior Court issued a subpoena, served by Deputy Sheriff Peyton 
Tucker (serving for Sheriff Charles Kelly), to John Reed in Christian Township, Independence 
County, summoning him to be a witness for Schlesinger & Gillett at the April Term of Court.  

On April 9, James Bartley was deposed at the Clerk's office in Batesville. Bartley testified that 
in the fall of 1822 he had heard Jeffrey tell Schlesinger that he was ready to settle. Also that 
day, Deputy Sheriff William Ramsey delivered a notice to Aaron Gillett at Ruddell Township 



 7 

in Independence County stating that Jeffrey intended to depose witnesses at the house of 
James Raney's "on Strawberry," the following day, and a notice from Gillett to Jeffrey that 
depositions would take place at the same house on April 16. 

On April 10, Joseph Martin was deposed before Thomas McCarrell. He testified that he 
received $42 for hauling three loads, most of it in goods that had come from the plaintiffs' 
store on the White River. He did not cross the river [the White River?] with his wagon but 
waited for the plaintiffs to bring the goods across. He stated that he believed the store closed 
sometime in March [1823]. There was more testimony about what the wagons contained, and 
the prices for the goods. Afterward, Jeffrey's attorney, Townsend Dickinson, stipulated to the 
reading of the deposition at trial. 

On April 24, at the Superior Court, Aaron Gillett appeared in court and swore on oath that 
John Sissums, John Lafferty and John Reed were material witnesses but had not been deposed 
because the dedimuses (the court's orders for the depositions) had been stolen from the office 
of Batesville Justice of the Peace Thomas Curran. He believed that he could depose them 
before the next term. The court ordered the suit continued, and gave leave to take depositions 
generally. 

On August 9, John Lessours and John Lafferty were deposed before Thomas Curran at 
Batesville. They testified that goods had been sent from Schlesinger & Gillett to Jeffrey and 
also that the plaintiffs had sent a wagon from Davidsonville [the site of Schlesinger & Gillett's 
store?] to pick up goods from Jeffrey to be returned. 

On July 10, the Superior Court issued a subpoena for Epere Capshaw to appear at the August 
Term of the Superior Court to testify on behalf of Schlesinger & Gillett. On July 13, Gillett 
sent a notice to Jeffrey that he would be deposing witnesses at the house of Peyton Tucker in 
Christian Township on August 12. Mark Bean delivered the notice to Jeffrey on July 26.  

On Aug. 12, John Reed was deposed by Justice of the Peace Perry Magness. He stated that in 
February 1822, Jeffrey had sent an empty wagon to the plaintiffs' store on the White River to 
pick up a load of goods, but that plaintiffs had refused to give him any more goods until he 
advanced them four or five hundred dollars. Jeffrey had also stated that he would collect his 
salary from the plaintiffs whether they gave him any goods or not. Later Jeffrey also stated 
that he would rather settle with the plaintiffs than go to law. At the time, Schlesinger had gone 
to St. Louis, and the lawsuit was filed while Schlesinger was out of town. Reed stated that 
Schlesinger and Jeffrey and his son had gone over the books together, and they indicated that 
Jeffrey owed Schlesinger & Gillett around $150, but Jeffrey claimed that he should receive 
further compensation because Jeffrey had agreed to keep up a store at his house. Schlesinger 
denied having made any kind of "perminent Contract" and offered Jeffrey $25 as a full 
settlement. 

On Wednesday, August 20, the case came on for trial. Judges Joseph Selden and Andrew Scott 
presided on that day. The jury consisted of William Strong, Peter Pyeatt, James Billingsly, 
George Rankin, Archer Welborn, Thomas ?, John Morrison, Samuel Taylor, Alexander 
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McLean, James DeBaun, Abraham Secrest and William Thompson. The jury found for the 
plaintiffs in the amount of $111.85. 

After this episode in Ol’ Jesse’s life he went on to become a Magistrate in this part of northern 
Arkansas. 

Descendants of Jesse (I) Jeffery 
 

Generation No. 1 
 

1.  JESSE (I) JEFFERY (JAMES (I) ISAAC2, ISAAC1) was born 1753 in England, and died 1824 in Red River Co. Texas. 
 
Notes for JESSE (I) (COUNTERFITER) JEFFERY: 
1804 Jesse Jeffery sold Negro Slave Abraham and Sue for 1200.00  
Page 124 of deed book shows business acumen: "Jesse Jeffery $1,000.00 to Abraham Stuart, Negro 
man Abraham and woman Lucy 26 Witness: John Clark Michael Dillingham March 1804 
  
Children of JESSE (I) JEFFERY are: 
 i. HETTY4 JEFFERY, b. Knox County, Tennessee; m. MR. BAGWELL, Arkansas. 
 ii. LOUISA JEFFERY, b. Knox County, Tennessee; m. JAMES HODGES. 
2. iii. JAMES JERRY JEFFERY, b. 1793, Kentucky; d. 30 Jan 1869, White Co. Arkansas. 
3. iv. JAMES JEFFERY, b. 1797, Knox County, Tennessee; d. 1850 Glasgow, Barren Co. Kentucky census. 
4. v. CINTHA JEFFERY, b. 1801, Christian Co Kentucky; d. 1897, Brickey Cemetery Van Buren Co. Arkansas. 
 vi. JESSE (II ) JEFFERY, b. 1805, Christian Co. Kentucky. 
 
 People reading this history must remember that these five Jeffery brothers were 
Englishmen, who lived in the Pre and Post American Revolutionary War period in North 
Carolina and Southern Virginia. They may have spoke with English accents and were most 
likely not very well liked by many of America’s Freedom Fighters who fought in and won the 
War who had opportunity to meet this fellows. We realize that after the War, the Jeffery’s 
remained in America and other stories about them later, told us that they fought on the side of 
Freedom whenever there was a call to do so, just as James Isaac Jeffery wanted his boys to do. 
As a matter of fact, we suspect that they pretty much had been fighting for their keep all of their 
early lives, even moreso perhaps than people of Irish descent who had made their way to 
America and also fought on the side of the American’s. These Jeffery boys, as they grew, had 
an edge to take care of themselves in the Wild and Wooly Frontiers they found themselves in. 
In this research, we are simply bringing to the reader what we have found and what History tells 
us about this family’s life, plain and simple. Sometimes, trouble had found them in the 
wilderness simply because of the times they lived in. Maybe it was because some of these boys 
still spoke with an English accent; maybe they were different from everyone else in this way 
and recognizable because of it. Besides, whenever we found documents about any of them, they 
were doing their part to help the early settlements they lived in by helping to start the court 
systems or becoming ministers in their churches and genuinely gave a hand to their 
communities. They did everything they knew, to create good and descent lives for their families 
in a lawless frontier and actually, their story is quite a fascinating study of frontier times in 
Expansionist America and Pioneering into the “Far West”. 
 
     *********** 
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       James Jeffery (Ol’ Jim) 
 

 
James Jeffery with his young wife, Jane Mason and their young sons Jehoiada and 

Lavin along with James Isaac Jeffery headed out of the Rutherford County Area about 1796 on 
their way to what was called West Tennessee back then. They were headed for the Frontier to 
seek out their own Manifest Destiny in the newly opening American landscape of the 
Cumberland Plateau west of the Blue Ridge in Southern Appalachia. 

 
Jesse Jeffery, Jim’s brother had already left Rutherford County behind him and he and 

his wife were already in western Kentucky by 1793 which was the same year that Jeremiah 
Jeffery had married his wife, Sarah Bishop, in Alabama. 

 
Jane Mason was happy to be going to West Tennessee because she already had her 

brother Daniel Mason living there. He and Nathaniel Mason were members of Capt. John 
Walker’s company which was a contingent of Soldiery sent there to build and expand the old 
Block house that was going to be Fort Southwest Point. This military outpost was selected by 
the U. S. Government to be an Indian Agency on the frontier. The Agency would provide a 
place where the Government and various Indian tribes in the area could conduct the treaties that 
would allow Eastern seaboard expansionists to move out and live or to travel through to other 
places further west. Also, the agency would be established to keep an eye out for white settlers 
who were basically Squatting on Indian Lands illegally. Military outposts, such as this, were 
used by Pioneering Family’s for protection on their Journey’s westward so they could find a 
piece of land where they could build their own homes and family futures on. The James Jeffery 
Family was one of these. 

 
By March of 1797, the James Jeffery Family had already arrived in Knox County and 

met up with Daniel Mason. This was a pretty happy reunion for Jane Mason as she could 
introduce her husband to her brother Daniel; especially in light of Jane’s father not wanting to 
let her marry into an English Family who remained in America after the Revolutionary War. J. 
J. Sams, in his writings concluded, that Mr. Mason didn’t want Jane to marry James because he 
couldn’t read or write and was unschooled. He had seen to it that Jane was educated and she 
was living by his value of a child being educated enough to exist with other friends and Family 
neighbors who held the same system of values. Jane, of course, was teaching Jim the things she 
had learned in school but he would take up reading from the Bible and this was probably the 
text Jane also used to help her husband learn how to write as well. 

 
I know what you readers are wondering. You have the question in mind as to how we 

know that James and Jane Jeffery were in Knox County in 1797, aren’t you? Well, while 
conducting our research of the Jeffery Family Pioneering trail, we think we did a pretty good 
job of searching the libraries, Courthouses and various historical societies for any information 
about them all along their Pioneering trail and when we got to the Library in Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky we stumbled onto a great old book entitled, “The Early Marriage Records of Knox 
County”. 
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One of the most intriguing portions of this book was discovered on page 708. These are 
the Mason family marriage entries. Look at the Daniel Mason and Mary Gilliland’s entry. Does 
anyone recognize who the gentleman was who provided Bond (bn) for Daniel Mason and Mary 
“Polly” (Brashear) Gilliland? This document also serves as proof of James Jeffery and Jane 
Mason being in Knox County in 1797. 
 

 
 
 
Similarly, when we look at Nathaniel Mason’s entry (at the very bottom of the page) with his 
bride, Phoebe Brashears, we notice that Francis Fulsher (Fulcher) provided Bond for them as 
well. Now who on earth is Francis Fulcher? This man, Francis Fulcher appears to be tied to the 
Nix Family of East Tennessee. Robert Samuel Brashears wife’s name was Phoebe Nix. For the 
time being however, in light of this new evidence, readers of this research need to adjust the 
birth place of Daniel Mason Jeffery. Jane was pregnant with Jim’s son Daniel when she and he 
arrived in late 1796 or early 1797 and chances are that he was named after Jane’s Brother, 
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Daniel Mason, (wouldn’t you think?) Not only this, but on March 3rd 1797, James Jeffery 
offered Bond for Daniel Mason’s marriage to his new wife, Mary “Polly” Brashears. This opens 
up a whole new round of questions for our on-going research into Jane’s and Daniel Mason’s 
origins.  

 
So were did these folks actually live while they were in the Knox County Area? We 

have proven in Part I of this book that Jeremiah was surely living in Anderson County in 1803. 
Was he living there with Sarah Bishop earlier then that? Chances are that he was and it just 
might be said that James and Jane could have been temporarily living in Anderson County as 
well. I think Jane Mason had Sarah Bishop and Polly Brashears around to help her birth Lavina 
and her younger sister, Eda Jeffery into their world. Eda Jeffery, who went on in life to marry 
Brittain Ragsdale (Jeremiah Jeffery’s shadow) in 1816 at Reeds Creek and John Milligan in 
1818, stated on all of her census enumerations as part of the John Milligan Family that she was 
born in Knoxville in 1799 / 1800. 

 
Lavina Jeffery would go on to marry Wiley Sams, the father of J. J. Sams in Union 

County Illinois. This is also where Jehoiada Jeffery would marry his wife, Mary Ware. After 
Wiley up and left Lavina, she married again to John Milligan’s good friend, Tom Culp. As we 
know, John Milligan’s parents, John I and Sarah (Robinson) Milligan, back in West Virginia 
personally knew Tom Culp’s parents, Daniel and Esther (Chapline) Culp who moved to 
Bourbon County Kentucky about 1781 just after the Massacre at Ruddell’s Station. From 
Bourbon County, Daniel and Esther Culps sons and daughters would migrate into western 
Kentucky. Tom’s sister however Mary Culp would marry into the Isaac Ruddell Family and 
take Abraham Ruddell as her husband after he and his brother Stephen were released from their 
Shawnee captors. The Ruddell brothers would also find themselves and their family’s moving 
west after the death of their father, Isaac Ruddell. They sold off their inheritance land in 
Indiana, given to them by their father, Issac and moved westward, over the Mississippi. It was 
Abraham Ruddell and Mary Culp that would end up in the Missouri Territory in 1814 in Ol’ 
Lawrence County. Tom Culp would find his way to his sister Mary and Brother-in-law, 
Abraham Ruddell, a year later. John II Milligan would be in Old Lawrence County, looking for 
his family’s old friends, The Culp’s in 1816 which is the same year that James and Jane 
(Mason) Jeffery would make their own way to Reeds Creek and the Strawberry Settlement. 
After Tom Culp married Lavina Jeffery and John Milligan took Eda Jeffery (Lavina’s sister) as 
his wife (1818), He and Tom Culp would become Brothers-in-Law to each other. This fully 
documented history is written in greater detail in our book, “Pioneers to Old Lawrence County, 
The Northern Family’s, Vol. One”, which was the first book of the Pioneer’s Series. 

 
As mentioned earlier in Part I of this volume, James Jeffery, in mid to late 1802, took 

his wife, Jane Mason and their children west thru Tennessee over the Avery Trace to Fort 
Blount. From there they made their way up into western Kentucky from Tennessee to Elizabeth 
Town (Hopkinsville today). Here is where he would meet up with his brother, Ol’ Jesse Jeffery 
who had already been living in Christian County since 1793. Pat and I both believe that what 
preceded James Jeffery’s leaving the Knoxville area was the death of James Isaac Jeffery who 
must have passed in about 1802. By then, James’ and Jane’s youngest children were old enough 
to travel. Besides, by late 1802 and early 1803 perhaps word was getting around that Fort 
Southwest Point’s Indian Agent, Return J. Miegs, would soon be moving further south to the 
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Hiwassie District of Tennessee and the Federal garrison of men would be going with him. This 
Military Fort would no longer be able to provide for the safety of pioneering families thru 
Kingston, Tennessee even though the Military would leave a small contingent of men here. 
Maybe moving on westward to Fort Blount was a smart choice for the Jeffery’s. 

 
In the earlier chapter of Ol’ Jesse Jeffery we displayed the Christian County Record of 

the 100 acre land sale to Ol’ Jesse that he signed over to James when James arrived in 1803. 
This parcel of land was on the Branch Muddy Fork which was some 10 miles west of Elizabeth 
(Hopkinsville) Kentucky and about 60 miles southeast of Eddyville, Kentucky. 

 

 
 
 

Here is where the Jeffery’s would spend the next 7 or 8 years of their lives before 
moving on to the Illinois Territory in 1810. Previous writer’s of the Jeffery history claim that 
James Jeffery moved to Tywopity from Western Kentucky “before” moving into The Illinois 
Territory but I must say it seems unlikely. Perhaps Ol’ Jim visited Tywopity at an earlier year 
than 1810. Now think about it. Why would James Jeffery move his family and all that they 
carried with them across the Mississippi to Tywopity (Missouri) then cross the Mississippi 
again to move into Union County Illinois which was even further north than Tywopity was? 
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The expense of Flatboat cartage over the Mississippi for cattle and live stock as well as slaves, 
was pretty exorbitant in those days. At Cape Girardeau, we discovered that cartage for each 
cow was $.25 and every person (slave or not) was $1.50 a head. The charge for horses was 
$.50. It just seems fiscally irresponsible for any family to cross the Mississippi “three” times, 
seeing that the Jeffery’s moved “back” into The Missouri Territory after their stay in the 
Jonesboro area of Union County, Illinois with a much larger family than they had before they 
left Kentucky in the first place. Well, we think they moved from Kentucky up into Illinois by 
crossing the Ohio River at Eddyville which was just to the north of their homestead in the 
Hopkinsville area. 

 
So as far as we have been able to determine, James Jeffery and his family remained in 

western Kentucky on their 100-acre farm until at least 1810 or 1811. Jehoiada Jeffery however 
we believe preceded Ol’ Jim and Jane Mason into the Jonesboro area of Union County Illinois. 
So we are thinking that perhaps they stayed in the Hopkinsville area of Kentucky until early 
1811 and then moved on northward. 
 
 
      Jonesboro, Union County, Illinois Territory 
 

 
The next period in this family’s life was lived through a bit of a tumultuous time in 

America. Fact is; it was tumultuous for many people living in this area of the country. People 
who lived in the Ohio Riverfront cities were preparing for the Potential of War coming to this 
area of the country. Sam Hopkins, who lived in Henderson, Kentucky and was to Command the 
Military troops in this area of the country; northern Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois and eastern 
Missouri, was on “Alert” and was “prepared to leave at any instant”. 

 
It was the British again that wanted very much to regain the lands of Eastern America 

that it had lost in our Revolutionary War. It appeared that their plan was send troops down out 
of Canada to regain the lands all the way down to the northern shore of the Ohio. At one time, 
just after the French and Indian Wars, they owned all of the military forts on the northern shore 
of the Ohio River including Fort Kaskaskia in southern Illinois. They would once again realign 
themselves with the Indian Tribes north of the Ohio to help them in this effort. They also started 
fighting in the Southeastern ports of America by landing British Marines on Amelia Island in 
Spanish East Florida (the forgotten part of the War of 1812) and work their way around the 
Gulf Coast by landing more British Marines at various points along the coast and work their 
way to New Orleans. They would then send a flotilla of ships up the Mississippi to meet up 
with the British forces out of Canada at the mouth of the Ohio River, thus severing the eastern 
portion of America from Thomas Jefferson’s Louisiana Purchase. The fighting in Spanish East 
Florida and southern Georgia, with General Jackson enlisting “Tennessee Volunteers” as 
American troops from East Tennessee Counties was different than the fighting Pioneering 
Americans saw in the northwest Theater of this war. People living in southern Illinois, Indiana 
and even as far west as the river systems in Missouri from the Mississippi to the Missouri River 
saw fighting with Indian contingents who were British Allies. Everyone in this eastern portion 
of the expanding America was preparing for this War. 
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We believe that the Jeffery’s must have arrived in The Illinois Territory early on in 
1811. Our “time mark” for this statement is the marriage of Jehoiada Jeffery to his wife Mary 
Ware. He married MARY WARE, 12 Feb 1811 in Union County, Illinois. She was the daughter 
of SAMUEL and SALLY WARE and was born on the 25th of October 1793 in Greenville, 
South Carolina. 

 
 

   
 

   
Now we know that the Ware family was from South Carolina yet Jehoiada Jeffery 

married Mary in Illinois. As we looked further into the Ware Family in Illinois we discovered 
that Mary had two brothers who became prominent attorneys in Anna, Illinois which was the 
seat of "Union" County. Just to the southwest of Anna and just due south of Ware, (city) 
Illinois (which is located due west of Anna almost right on the Mississippi) is the location of 
Fort Kaskaskia on the Illinois side of the Mississippi River. Just north of Ware, Illinois is the 
small city of Jonesboro, Illinois also close to the Mississippi River front. I believe that the 
Jeffery's had taken up residence in or just to the south of Jonesboro.  Just across the 
Mississippi from Fort Kaskaskia on the western shore of the River is Cape Girardeau which 
was a ferry boat river crossing in the early 1800’s and a gateway to the lands of the Louisiana 
Purchase. 

 
What has further lead me to this belief that the Jeffery’s were living in the Jonesboro 

area of Illinois is the recent discovery of the Sams Family Cemetery in 1985 just 3 miles 
below the town of Jonesboro. It was found by a young couple out for a Sunday walk. They 
literally stumbled over some very old gravestones and wrote down the names mentioned on 
the stones who turned out to be members of the Sams Family. It’s not a far stretch to summon 
to mind the name of Wiley Sams, Lavina Jeffery’s first husband and father of J. J. Sams. In 
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1985 the cemetery was drastically over grown and basically lost to time and decay. This scene 
would have been reminiscent of Jane Mason’s Grave and burial place which was recently re-
discovered on 3/2/2010 by Dr. Freda Cruse Phillips, Denny Elrod of Batesville, Arkansas. 
The Coons Family is now the new owners of this old Daniel Mason Jeffery homestead. 

 

                        
 
        Portrait of Rev. Daniel Mason Jeffery 
 
After moving here to The Illinois Territory and trying to set up households and 

defenses for the War of 1812, Mother Earth took hold of the area and shook this area of the 
country on 11 Dec. 1811 with an earthquake that was felt all the way to Wheeling, West 
Virginia and some say even to points further east. It was the New Madrid Earthquake which 
struck an area some 60 to 80 miles south of the confluence of the Mississippi and the Ohio 
Rivers. Some areas of the surrounding countryside sank some 12 feet in elevation. In Western 
Kentucky, the land shifted so violently that Reelfoot Lake was created by a hole so deep in the 
earth’s surface that some say made the Mississippi flow backwards for a few hours until the 
hole was filled with water and the lake was formed. It toppled the Chimney’s of people’s 
homes and belched up so much sulpher that in some places, the drinking water still has the 
taste of sulpher to this day. There were 3 aftershocks to this quake; 2 of significant note in 
1812 and one last tremblor in 1813. For Eastern America, this was quite the seismic event. 

 
The War of 1812 finally came to this area in the form of small Indian uprisings 

primarily west of the Mississippi. There were excursions northward into the Illinois Territory 
along some of the river systems by some American forces who were looking to clear out some 
of the Indian populations they might find there but most of the fighting seemed to be up along 
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the Mississippi in the cities of Davenport, Moline and Rock Island. Then too were the 
skirmishes west of the Mississippi where Jehoiada Jeffery was known to have fought in the 
Battle of Sink Hole. 

 
Andrew Jackson’s victory at the Battle of New Orleans repelled the British forces so 

well that their plans of being able to send the British flotilla of ships up the Mississippi River 
had been totally defeated. There were hardly any British troops noticed at all north of the Ohio 
River coming out of Canada and into Illinois and this was giving Americans a better 
understanding of how vast the land between the Ohio River and the Canadian Border actually 
was in this part of the country. 

 
Jackson’s brilliant Victory at New Orleans actually occurred during the period of time 

that the U. S. Congress was waiting to receive the Treaty of Ghent. This document had been 
signed in Europe some 9 to 10 weeks prior to the Battle of New Orleans and Congress was 
waiting to receive the Treaty in Washington City so that it could be ratified. British 
commanders in the Gulf of Mexico and the Americans were not aware of when the Treaty 
would be received by Congress and as a result, the Battle of New Orleans, as well as other 
smaller skirmishes, would take place.  After the American victory at the Battle of New 
Orleans, Americans throughout the country had heard that Andy Jackson had won this 
decisive battle and attributed him with winning the war but the truth is that the treaty had 
already been signed and Congress didn’t ratify it until “After” the Battle of New Orleans had 
been won. There was actually no reason for this famous Battle to have ever occurred. The very 
last shots of America’s “Forgotten” War were taken on land and at sea in the great State of 
Georgia and the new American Nation was at Peace with foreign Governments once more. 
Americans would now be able to get on with their normal daily lives. 

 
Prior to (as a soldier’s enlistment pay) and after the War, men who had volunteered 

and enlisted were given Land Grants in the Missouri Territory as payment for their service to 
their country, much like the document of Nathaniel Mason’s (shown in Part I) that was signed 
by Tennessee Gov. Joe McMinn for his War of 1812 service in Spanish East Florida. We 
haven’t seen a copy of Jehoiada’s Land grant document nor have we seen one for James 
Jeffery but we know that they did receive Land Grants and between 1814 and early 1816, they 
continued on into the Missouri Territory by crossing at Cape Girardeau, the nearest Ferry 
crossing over the Mississippi from their Illinois homes with the Wiley Sams Family and 
Jehoiada’s family as well. Once they got everyone across the river they traveled south to the 
various river front towns that were waiting in front of them. 

 
Tywopity, Missouri, just downstream on the Mississippi from Hannibal, St. Louis and 

Cape Girardeau, was a small river front town where paddle wheeled boats use to make regular 
stops to pick up cargo and travelers. This stretch of the River was destined to become Mark 
Twain Country in later years and it was also a place where life was bustling again since the 
end of the War of 1812; slaves could be purchased and live stock could be bought, sold and 
traded by Pioneering families who were eager to get their grub stake’s in order to continue 
westward. Don't forget that living along the River in those years after the War of 1812 was 
different. All along the banks of the Mississippi was the continuation of commerce and 
business. From the northern River ports of Dubuque, Davenport and Rock Island southward to 
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Hannibal and St. Louis all the way to Memphis and New Orleans; River life was different. 
Even time seemed to stream along with the current of the River's lazy southerly flow all the 
way to the Spanish moss covered trees of southern Louisiana and Mississippi. You could see 
the expressions on the faces of a family’s children as they boarded the boat that would ferry 
them over the river and you could see the excitement building on adult Pioneer faces as the 
"Far West" lay open in front of them on the opposite shore. People who had already crossed 
the river would gaze back in wonderment at the awesome size of the River and get caught up 
in the allure of its slower "current of life". Behind the Jeffery’s were the lives they had left 
behind in North Carolina, Eastern Tennessee, western Kentucky and Illinois. From Tywopity 
westward, they all would find the adventures of their lives. 

 
When the Jeffery’s continued out of Tywopity, they traveled southerly, along the river 

at first but eventually turned to the Southwest into an area of the Missouri Territory that was 
just in the beginning stages of being settled. There were few people in this portion of the 
Territory during this period of time who were trying to set up their homes and get their 
“Frontier” lives in order. They would travel in this direction until they would find a place that 
Ol’ Jim thought would be a good place to settle. He was careful to watch out for fresh water 
springs and wildlife to harvest for food so his family could eat. Maybe there would be a river 
close to where they would settle so they could also have a choice of fishes to have for an 
occasional meal or two. So they may have been on the trail for a few weeks more than most 
new pioneering families to the territory before they arrived at such a place. 

 
Such was the case with the area that would later be known as Reeds Creek and the 

Strawberry Settlement. It’s been said that when pioneers got close to the Strawberry River, 
everyone who was walking or any of the livestock or wagons or horses along the river, ended 
up having their legs litterly covered in red. They stopped and looked thinking that they were 
walking in tall grasses that left bleeding cuts in the legs but when they reached down to place 
some of the red on a finger to take a taste of; they were amazed to discover that the “Red” was 
the juice of the vast fields of wild Strawberries that grew along the River. 

 
The abundant Natural Strawberries growing on both sides of the river stained 

everything red as people traveled through. So here is where the Jeffery’s initially stopped. As 
sweet to the taste as what these strawberries were may have been related to the sweetness of 
life here. This area of “Hill Country” currently located in Eastern Sharp County Arkansas was 
gently rolling. There were plenty of fresh water springs for homes and people to use and the 
land was wide open for habitation. It was also very reminiscent of the Hills of Tennessee west 
of the Blue Ridge were forestry was plentiful for building homes and other shelters and 
buildings for live stock. The fishing was great then; still is today and there were plenty of deer 
and other edible natural foods for People to consume. This was a good land and this is where 
James Jeffery and his wife Jane Mason opened up their first farm in the Territory. 

 
 Jehoiada and his family continued onward however and traveled a bit further westerly 

and stopped at the White River. From this point of time forward, he would be credited in 
history as the founder of The Old Mount Olive Community just north of current day 
Batesville. 
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James Jeffery and his family stayed at Reeds Creek for the first 5 or 6 years of their 
lives in the Missouri Territory. Some months later Ol’ Jim would take a visit from his brother 
Jeremiah Jeffery and his shadow, Brittain Ragsdale, as discussed in part one of this book and 
Ol’ Jesse Jeffery, Jim’s other brother that preceded Ol’ Jim and Jane into western Kentucky 
also arrived at Reeds Creek and decided to set up a small general store in The Strawberry 
settlement as the preceding documents in Jesse’s Chapter indicate. 

 
It was during Jim’s arrival year that he and Jane decided to allow their daughter, Eda 

Jeffery, to marry Brittain Ragsdale. One less mouth to feed in their new home but Brittain 
Ragsdale and Jeremiah Jeffery had different plans of their own. They up and left for the Texas 
Country before 1818 and left Eda Jeffery a “Grass Roots Widow” as penned by A. C. Jeffery 
in his own stories of the Jeffery Family history. This, of course, was much to the satisfaction 
of all of John II and Eda (Jeffery) Milligan descendants who came into this world as the result 
of John Milligan’s marriage to Eda (Jeffery) Ragsdale in 1818. I can personally tell every 
reader who see’s these research results that “life, even with its many trials and tribulations, is 
wonderful” to say the least. There are many descendants of this John Milligan marriage to Eda 
Jeffery today and all of us thankful that by the Grace of God, Brittain Ragsdale Sr. went on his 
merry way to Texas. He did leave behind his 2 sons however; Ellis S. Ragsdale and the 
younger Brittain Ragsdale who researchers will find in the various Lawrence County tax 
documents and Sheriff’s censuses of the day. In Fact, after John Milligan, as told by A. C. 
Jeffery “went to preaching”; he married Ellis S. Ragsdale and his wife Zilpha Smith in 1824 
before they left Reeds Creek on their way to Southern Arkansas. The factual history that Ol’ 
Jim Jeffery left to his descendants is incredible. There are many stories about the different 
facets of this man’s life that are as diverse as the times in which he lived. Foremost of these 
are the many generations of descendants that sprang from his marriage to Jane Mason. I can’t 
begin to tell everyone enough how wonderful it was to have Jane’s burial site rediscovered 
just this year. I am genuinely thrilled, as many of us all should be, that Grandmother Jeffry is 
back with us all once again to be remembered as the Matriarch of her and Ol’ Jim’s many 
generations of which I and my own family are personally numbered with.  

 
From the time Ol’ Jim Jeffery and his wife, Jane (Mason) Jeffery entered into the 

Reeds Creek area of Old Lawrence County until his death in 1843. He would be one of very 
few, who would shape the early years of the County as well as the Missouri Territorial 
History. We aren’t going to write any more of the Biography of James Jeffery after he arrived 
at Reeds Creek. All we have attempted to do was write and record some of the major events of 
the 26 years that became the Pioneering History of this Family. There will be other researchers 
and writers who will conduct the “Biography of Ol’ Jim Jeffery” in its entirety. 

 
In the new genealogical Library at the Powhatten Courthouse and State Park in 

Powhatten, Arkansas are the documents of Ol’ Jim opening his farm at Reed’s Creek. This 
would be where a Jeffery Family Biographer could continue Ol’ Jim’s story. For the time 
being, they have made it into the “Far West” and the settling of this family would begin. Once 
again however, I am going to reiterate that from this point forward in time, The Jeffery’s and 
everyone who would be a part of this family will discover the Adventures of their lives. 

 
     End of Part Two     


