BARING CROSS BAPTIST CHURCH
70 OBSERVE 5UTH ANNIVERSARY

Baring Cross Baptist Church, located at 13th and Parker
Streets in North Little Rock, will observe its fiftieth anniver-
sary during the week of October 18-25. One of the outstanding
features of the anniversary  celebration will be a tea honoring
all the ‘Tormer pastors of the church. The Annlversary Committee
with Lloyd Carmeron as chalrman is d01ng an excellent Jjob of
whetting the interest of the membership in the ‘church's histori-
cal background.. Old pictures showing scenes from the early days
of the church, portraits of former pastors,'and other 51mllar
items have been collected. ' Every week some of these picture
are displayed on a large bulletin board in the front of the aud-
"itorium. 1{ost of the church minutes ana other records are still
on file in the church office, and are being dlllgently studied
in preparatlon for the anniversary ‘observation.

At the time of the organization of the church,. Baring ”ross
was a separate city, and the church was called the First Baptist
Churoh of Baring Cross, Arkasnsas. Later, when Baring Cross be-
came ‘a part of North Little Rock, the name of the church was
changed to Baring Cross Baptist Church. _ i
o From the minutes of the first mectlng, " we Tead: WA Presby-
tery consisting of Elders B. N. Brooks, Te. W. . 0'Kelly, and J.U.H.
Wharton met a number of brethren and sisters of Baring Cross in
Bauman's Hall on Tuesday evenlng . 8 o teclock, October -20, 190%
~for the purpose of organizing a regular lissionary Baptlst
Church.”™ Bauman's Hall still stands on the corner of 8th Street
an@ Pike Avenue. The room . used for the meetlng was the only
‘hall in the locality . that could accomuodate large crowds, and
was used as a town. council room &nd as a meetlng place Tor clubs
and other groups.

The first minutes conthue. "Elder B. 1. Brooks was chosen
'for moderator and J. U. H. Wharton secretary of the Presbytery.
Elder T. V. O'Kelly read & scripture lesson and led in prayer,
after which the following brothers and sisters presented "Let-
ters of Dismission" from regular Mis sicnary Baptist Churches,
which were read by FElders B. N. Brooks and T. W. O'Kelly, viz:
Brother and Sister 4. M. Lee,,Slsuers Bl s Lee, Julia Lee, Sal-
die: 0. Lee, Inez Lee, Brother and Sister J. W. Mitchner, Brother
and Sister C. J. Lee, Brother Attie lMitchner,- Brother and Sister
W. H. Gill, Brother and Sister C. D. Lowis, Brother and Sister
K. Lee,~ Sisters M. 3. loore, Mary Muse, L. A. Finnegan, Kate
MeCutcheon, Sarah Besumgardner, L. V. Pollack, J. T. Vann, Bela
Vann, Brother and Sister Ww. Vann, and Brother J. L. Lee." For
many years following, the a951bnatlons Brother and oister appear
on the church books instead of lr., Mrs., and Miss.

Twenty paqtors have served the church. They are: Thomas J.
Baker, G. S. Daugherty, V. M. hrlght,_ Wwe T. Forxrtner, Ww. L. A.
Strongerg, L. C. Vermillion, Barl 4. Delaney, Chris Dean, W. H.
Love, J. S« Pate, 4. J. Lshburn, J. D. Norris, Guy Jenkins, Kr.
McGraw, W. E. Corder, M. A. Treadwell, L. O. licCracken, Taylor
Stanfill, Hervey A. B3lledge, ant Dr. D. David Garland. Invita-
tions have been extended to all of these men to attend the anni-
versary celebration. ,
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