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Edward Hockaday halden Was born in King and Queen,county,
Virginia, about 1803.. His first wife, a Miss Edwards , died
without issue. He then married Laura Ann Neese, who was -born
May 01, 1823 in Guilford county, north Carolina. .Three child-
ren were born to them! Mary J., born in 1840 (married James C.
Maxwell in 1868); 'James And.erson, born March 12, 1843; and
Elizabeth Frances, born in 1844 (married Arthur J. Baker in
1866) • All three 0 f the children were born in Arkansas.

Halden was a brick contractor in Lit.tle Rock· during the
. early 1840fs. Business was good, especially for brickmakers,
in this luSh period preceding the depression of 1843, for dur-
ing that time Little Rock expez-Lenccd it s first big build.ing
boom. Walden kept his accounts in a large leather-bound: book,
but he used bnly 42 pages, about one-f6urth of the book. Had
the depression come a few years later, ho might have used the
entire book~

He died in Little Rock on July 5," 18/:i:6~and was buried at
Mount Holly cemetery. The grave is not maz-ked, and 'Halden' s
name does not appear in the cemetery's records.,. At some time
after 1850~ Wa:.d.en1 s widow and. children moved to a farm near
Carrollton, in tJaI'1'oll county.

In 1861, Jrunes 1';.,. \ial.clen, son of the brick contractor,
enlisted in the Confed.erate 8.;r-my and became a lieutenant. He
was captured at Po'?t Hudson~ Louisiana in 1863, and for the
next year and a half ~ he was a prisoner or vte» on Johnson's.
Island in Lake Erie. During the war years, he kept a 6.iary in
small pOCket-size notebooks. \fuen the war. w~s over, he r~-
turned to Arkansas, and transcribed his journal into larger
books, beginning wi th the unused pages in his father's old
ledger. '

'I'he \valden journals are now the property of James \'~alden' s
grand-cl.aughter, Mrs. J. Frank Deaver .or Sp~ingdale, Arkansas.
The Washington County Historical Society has recently publish-'
ed this intensely interesting d:Lary in two volumes, as numbers.
four and five in the Bulletin ;Series (available for $1. 00 each
from Tom Feathers, secretary, Fayetteville, Arkansas). The
fir st volume contains vialden t s wartime expori encc s . and the
second. COV9~Shis career as a Methodist minister in the Ozarks
after the war.

The entries made in the ledger by the fathe.!',E" H. vvalden,
have no bearing on\nlashington county, so \i. J. Lemke, editor
of FLASHBACK,copied the entries and. sent them to us for use
in REVIEvv. From this early ledger, we are able to get a good
pi.ct.ur e of certain aspect s of life in pioneer 1,i ttle Rock,

The front of the book shows that \~lden was in businoss
with Thomas Thorn for a time, for these words are written:
liE. H. Walden's book. Price $1.50.n Beneath that, is: lICol.
Thomas Thorn and EdWard Eo haldenll, and then liE. H. Walden i.:
Thorn", and finally, "E. H. vvalden".
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