as far as jracticable, ' ten pounds should be issued as a gratuity to each
member of zvery family for domestic manufactures. The disteibution in 10«
b, parcels was as certain a mode of keeping the cotton cut of the enemy's
hands as to destroy it; while in fact it extorted from misfortune a great
public benefit.

Many p“ian’%ers complained = these nearest the enemy more loudly than
any. The enemy aise expressed great indignation and denounced the pehalty

of death agdm.at all cotton burners; but, on the other handi, the object of
the law was accomplishsd more fully than was possible under any different
policy; and at the same itime the wives and children of soldiérs, and other
necessitous . persons, were -prc‘viiied with the material for clothing them-

-

;.’;;'r ¢s and their relaticns in the awgy. In furtherance of this same policy
I gave considerable aid tn pez sons skilled in the manufacture of cotton
and woel cards, spinming-wheels and looms and caused wool ¥o be brought
feow Texas 2nd exchanged a2t cost and carriage for army supplies. This res-
ulted in a development of home industry and production n@vu before equal-
led, and which was. an essential element of my success in tie craafion and
maintenance of an army, ;

- 3

"On ‘L;"xe day of taking command I caused the powder on the Fontchartrain
i;-: be &3 d, and thereby obtained a considerable quantity for small-arms,
zr Stp‘;: ,, ’co;_;etl'xm~ with lead and caps, was procured {rom the citi-~

f Little Rock and vicinity by donations, purchiasess snd impressments.
mml*l'\nj and that which I had brought with me was rapidly preparesd
at the laboratery established at the Little Rock Arssnal for the
sse, As 1llustrating the piliabie scarcity of material in the country.
et mey be staled that it was found necessary to use public documents
e State library for cartridge paper. Gunsmiths wers employed or con-
tools purchzsed or ~urxpr..ased, and the rep: £ ths damaged pguns

me . and zboul ar edual number found abt Iittle Rock was con-
infantry te the ape-

HMen were transferred from the unarmed :
and it was otherwise rendered as effective as posaible,

cendemned under the United States Government and left at
usclcssﬁ and eight others that had been inserted in ths
A5 corn r-posts, were meunted and equipped and afterward

service in the field.

s ;, anticipating the fall of Memphis, and thab Fedeval fleets
woald ascend the Fhite River and Arkansas te cooperate with Curtis, I took
steps for obstructing both streams. * The sudden fall of the Arkanses obvi-
ated the danger as to it for the time being. The point selected on White
River was Saint Charles, about 100 miles abowve the i
Blaff a 4 pile-driver was taken thers from LI
k from Madison, on the Saint [Francis,
reat energy displayed in the work.
charge of this undertaking. as S.Lsief* 5. L Leary
ie, citizens. Une hundred men of bhe &ni’antvv went under
, 35 being armed with the Enfield "J..firb brought from Mem~
rs were intended for labor on the cbstructicns = I had no

:‘@lv.!,.k,d.dm;;; ;

arms {or thed.

Hig

On Juns 5 I pushed my cavalry boldly against Curtis® advance, which
outnumbe Vd them as thre:z to ones T had previousiy endeavored to impress
Curtis with the belief that a large force came with me from Corinth and

D i




