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The Convention assembled in the hall of the House of Representatives
in what is now the 0ld State House on March 4. David Walker of Washington
County was elected president. The vote was 40 for Walker and 35 for his
opponent, B. C. Totten of Prairie County. This indicated the sentiment of
the Convention. Walker was a Union man. Totten was a secessionist. Most
of those voting for Walker were from the northern part of the state. Most
of those voting for Totten were from the southern part of the state.
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