Jihe Pulaski Counp Historical

e - Nl o/
Ee i o e N Sl
C ool e e/ 4 L L

R TN, £ %

Nol. ¥, Ne. 2 Lzicie Rock, Arpk, June, 1956

SUme " du g

by lisaparet Smith Rose

The eariiest American seilers in whas ig now Pulaski ccunty wers
nothing more than squatizrs on Loz knb¢vc landz, for they had no clains
of any kind tc the land toncy cecupicd., When the land was finally ex-
posed to puciic sale, these SCttL”Fn, or their heirs or legal represen-
tatives, were given the right of pre-emption: that is, first preference
over other purchessrs +to buy the lsnd they had improvsd, at minimum
prices. This wag made posgsillie o7 r:xeral acto oi Congress grenting the
right of pre-emption to actusl seviliers,

The pre-emnticn act of April 12, 181 was the one under vhich most
of the earliest settlers of thig arca claimed, although a few claimed
under the old Yegettlement and improvement' act which required ten years
occupancy prior to 1802, These, of course, had settled under French and
Spanish government,and in some cases they held grants from those govern-
ments. Many of these also cleimed, and quite properly, under the 181l
law,

Because pre-emption ripghts were granted as a reward for advancing
the frontier, the claimants were required to furnish proof that they had
actualiy lived on the land, cultivated it, and otherwise improved it
prior to April 12, 181L, and that they had not removed from the then
Territory of Missouri prior to that date. This was designed to eliminate
the hunters, trappers, and other transients, many of whom nevertheless
entered claims and in some instances managed to perfect them.

Because Congress hoped to parcel out the land in squares, the set-~
tlers were glven pre-emption rights to the entire quarter section on
which their improvements were located, and in thé case of fractional
quarters, they could choose an additional adjoining quarter section.
Consequently, we cannot locate their clsime any more definitely than the
quarter section, but the reader must bear in mind that the settler's
homesite was far smaller +than that area. As a further complication,
many claims were entered before surveys were made and legal descriptio
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