WERNEB’SNEGKiSBROKEN

A FULL BLOOD CHOOTAW PAYS TEE
_DEATH PENALTY,
———

4 Hooeibla Ligk of Crimen Confessed oa | tha
Beaffold~Threa Thousand Persuns
Witeess the Excention,

¥

Tameequan, LT., April 13,—Jobn Wernor, &
full blood Choetaw, about 80 years of ge, was
hanged i the jaul yard at this place to-day ab

12 50 o'clock for assisting in the cold-blooded
murder of John~ Daugherly of Fhat distnct
| last July,
| For several dags past Waner hus been very
 norrous, talkung but Litle, zad whez bolalled
‘ at all 1t wes only Lo ona or fwa of lus fuards.
Mo dud rob sleep at alt last night. He pub 1n
| the eobire mght s.nging and prayimg and pac-
1ng to and fro in bis cell
- Yesterdny afterncon he became unusually
| rcsllns.s and begged High Shenfl Mayesto
take him out aud heng hito and end his mis-
ey, This morning atter 6 o’clock be slept for
- an hour or ko, axd at 7:3 alo 8 hearty bregh-
fast.
- Pronmptly ab12 o'clock Shonf Mayes and &
- dopiity took the doomed man from his cell to
the gallows. e walked ontotho platform
; with 8 firs and steady step. Ho waa dressed
nently i a bleek cloth suit, weanng kid gloves.
Ho planced unconcernedly about him 63 he
{00l hia eeat on the seatfold.

When ashed 1if ha nished fo say asythog
 ho ralsed from kis seat and wathed to the ban
 nistor of the platform, end, pausmg for & mo-

ment, a3 tnough be was gowng to answer aa
opponent in a politseal speech, ha begza talk.
mg with as much composure a3 & stump
speater woull have done. Heszd he fully
confessed to the erime for wh ¢k ho had been
tned, convicted and for which ko was then
about to pay the penalty; that he hed watten
full particalars 1o & presious confession azd
did ot wanb to consume any more time, 83
he was i & hurry to et off, -

] wish, howeser,” emd he, "to make a fow
addional remarks .which ineg!ecied to1ne
clude 1o my* confession. I wish to adve my
friends fo keap eway from bud assouintes and
shstan from the usa of mhusky, twoewls
which have brought me to thé gallows, The
life of erime whick I have led was bronght on
by drnking: and bad company., I bave beea
o merzber of no less than thres sceret crgant-
zatiors whose mobives were erime, and these
organizations” have braught mo where lam.
Vheaever & men_ dx:éﬂeﬂ:ed ong of thyor-
panizatiwns or ijured ouo of s members
they were called together £nd the offender
gentenced to death wi'hout judgeor Jury, A
commitiee was thea apporated to do the Lili-
mg, and they soldom faledto doataf they
wero given fime enougk.

4] have been on thete commultees more
than oree. I couldif I had time toll you of
many of your eitizens who have fallen we-
tims to our decree. _George Howmg was one
of them and John Rattanother. I will also
tell you the names of persons who have beag
condemued to death, but nob yes murdered.
One of them is Eilis Starr, o leadmg mae of
our netion, Tom Saaders sud stil others who
1don’t remember, :

#John Daugherty wa3 nob & member of

but the £

theso jorg:

began to lose fathin me sad feared I woald
ivulge some of their secrets and to nid them
solves of me they condemned John Daugherty
and Pgal Chnatie, ~John Musrat and myself
vere appoited to do the kilng, Wedidib
and 1 alone to-day am to pay the penalty. The
particulars of this affawr, topecher with g full
confession of my enime, you will reed in the
Cheroheo newepapers cext week, 5o 1 will nob
repent 100w, -1 oaly regres that ] hove Lived
{he hfa Thave end the uthers cqually gulty
with me are not fo dig witk me.”

After making this slatement m 8 calm,
quiet voie he fook ls seat. Rev. Luey
Hawkins heed s hyma, which wessuog, sfier
which the_condemaed inan, with the clergy-
1nan, knelt 1o prayer. After nung, the nooss
was adjusted, the black capput oves hia bead
and the trapeprung, His meck was broben
and not o muscle quivered after hs fell, Ia
twenty minutes he was pronounced dend, cut
down and prepared tot by

Tis estimated thet nearly 3000 pemots
witnessed the esecution, 2nd amopg the zot
a bympathizing tear was sce lo fall. Nearly
every beholder admired lus mustehen nerve

-and unguestionable bravery m facing death
withouta tear,

TE2 CRINE,

The crime for whick John Werner lo-dey
pard the penally was one of tha most dastard-
Iy reccrded in Cherokes anrala, The endence
an tho trial showed that Werner and ,one John
Muskrat deliberately planned and exvecuted
the cold blooded murder of Davghety for vo
other reason than thet he opposed them 1n

politics,
 Wemer bas confessed since bis conviclion
| that Daugherty’ was killed because of hu
Lnowledze of 8 cnme more resoltmg which
' had been commtted by Werner and Mushrat,
‘ Abont three years ago aa inoffepae_young
Cherckeo was murdered and vobbed near
- Evapsville, Ark., lus head sevored from his
| shoulders and thobody h:dden 11 & thichet,
yheu found 1t had been almaat deveured by
 hogs and wild an.mals and no elew wes Jeft ag
to the perpetrators, Ths hornble crime, g0
Werner confessed, was commutted by himaelf
| and Muskrat, and Daugherty bewng privy to
the deed, they ph naed hus murder a'so, ~
Qo July 17 Jast Werner and Mushrat met
Daugherty in the xoad nearh.s bome, After
passing lum some dutance the two wheeled
therr horses and begas abusng Davgherts.
1 hen ho failed to say enything 1a return they
began £rmg opon hum, and wher found about
an hour sfterward he was lyng dead 1 the
vond with 8 doven bullet holes m Lis body,
Memergnd Mushsat were charged jountly
with the erime and'warrants mssued for thar
arrest,. Verner was arsta'ed ahout A week
1ater, tr.ed and coovicted and to-dey paid the
penaity. Muskrat s séall atlargs snd defies
nrrests

ey



