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PIONEER OF INDIAN ,;TERRXTOR\’
I .
CALLi ATTENTION ‘AT A BAS-

QUTT TO OLD TIMES.
1
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sale of Linuor to Indians Even B;ck
In the Sizties 2" Frzitfol Soarce
of Litizatiom., - h

- +
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SPELIETO TiE News, P
Vinite, L T, Nov. %—Judge,-J. .JE
rHuckleberry Sr.,, Unlted States Commis-
sitol;ex&'!.n‘lfrrohaxe for the Northern Distriet,
of Indlaw” Territory, talke uestion
of, the character b peo'})l‘é"#x'eed@m the
Dnlted States Court in early days in 1ndlan
-Terrftory. Thia speech was made at tne
Tahlequah” banquer given by the bar A0
hapor of Judge Joseph A, Gill on account
(O Lly reabpolntment uas United States
Judge of the Northern District of Insian
Territory.

.Among other thizgs Judge IHuckle
J8aid: “\With referonce o (he ggd?e{rﬁ
character of men.iried in the United States_
Court for the Western District of Arkansas
from May, 13, unul“July, 152 [ might,
refer ta t_he celebrated Fisher gang of des»

eradoes,” who operated alonz the narthern

orders uf.Arkansas and the eaatern bor-
,gerns of the Cherohee Natfon. These were
undoubtedly the flercest and most desper-
ate characters that eiver invaded Indian
Territory. soil. Saon after the Civil War
they, were<carrying on a Lind of warfare
LFIth the eftlzens of Arkansas and Indlan
Territory, doing mischlef In Arkansas and
then dodﬁing into the Cherohee Nation.
,They-would stay In the Nation unatii it got
tag fiot for them and then dodge back into
Arkansas, Fine Shannon, a citizen of Ar-
l]:ialysas' in a conflict with the Fishery,
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to kill a number of.the citizens of Evans-
“ville, Ark. The Fishers succeeded in Kill-,
ing Fige Shannon's father-in-law tha next
day after Fisher was killed. An effort was
then made to arrest the Flshers when &
bloody “fight followed and the little town
of Lvansilile, Ark, was the scens of 2.
itched battle between the 0fficers and this
esperate gang of Fishers The offleers in
this fight killed two of the Fishers, The
Fish_er gang then escaped from ibke officers
of Washington County a2nd made their wa.
into the Cherokee Nation, then erept bac
and waylaid the Shannons ang killed two
of them from>ambusiL 4
“‘When the United States Marshals would
try 1o arrest the Fishers.for'crimes come
mitted In Indian Territory they fled Inte
the State and when the officers of, Wash-,
ington County, Arkansas, got.after them
they fled back into Indian Territory, where
they found excellent hlding places. When
they killed two of the citizens of Evans-
ville, Ark., application was made to

After this” Steph Anderson gathered to-
gether a posse pnf men and set out after
thiz fierce band of outlaws and ecaptured
two of themt on Lindseys Prairie, near*Sa-
line Springs, where the Cherokee orphan
asylum now stands, These twe bandits be-
came separated from the gang and were
staying with two of the Flsher¢girls, The
officer and h!s posse surrounded the house
ani calied for the two men to come out
and surrender.

“Instead of obeying the command the
two bandits came to the Joor, armed to
‘the teeth, and the officers saw that-the,
bandits Intended to sell thelr lives dearly.
A hard fight followed. The bandits broke
through the officers’ lines and fled, firing,
rapidly asisthey ran. The officers  took
shelters bekind trees nnd killed the two
banadits as they fled. Thls drove the Fisher
gang out of Arkansas and lndldn Territorv
and the survivors of this flerce band of
outlaws soon afterward commenced their
operations In Texas. Jehn [Fisher, the
 fiercest desperado of the band, was cai;-
tured by a Sheriff In Texas and placed in
Jall. He afterward ‘escaped and the Sherift
and his guards gave chase and caught up
- with John Fisher and he wmas killed in:a
- running fght. -~ - .

- *Cal Carter and Bud Fisher, two of the
most, desperate of the gang,:that;weia left
alive, re-entered the Territory and robbed
old man Watty Green 2nd wile of a large
emount of mony and fled from Indiafn Ter-
ritory, going to Missouri wnith the James
boys and Younger brothers, and in a pur-
'suit after the kﬁllng of a cashler In a bank,

Carter was shot In the jaw and died
from the injury, Bud Pisher left then and
has not been heard of since. IHe came from
the hills of old Kenrucky and It is belleved
that he lives there now. The Fisher gang
was without a parallel in the history of

desperate men In Indian Territory, and o
they were Without doubt the tiercest and +
most desperate band of outlaws that ever
trod Indian Territory soll.

“In early days in Indian Territory I was
District Attorney for the Western District
of Arkansas, and at the commencement of.
my term we had no railroads and the Mar-
shals would go to the Territory and bring
back 2 wagon load of: prisoners. Some-
times the United States troops at Fort Sill
would round up fifteen or twenty desperate
characters and have them readg for the
Marshals They were generally horse and
cattle thieves who were captured by the
soldlers. TWhen the soldlers would capture
twenty or thirty thieves they would send
word In and the Marshal's force would
send wagons for them. Three or four depu-
tles would.go with two or'three- wagons,
and the soldlers would often.escort them
back with their-prizoners, especially {f any
of the'prisoners were yvery desperate char-
acters. In those days the U'nited States
Court fn Fort 8mith, Ark., had jurisdietion
over the’twin Territorfes and about half
ofthe State of Akrkansas. The court was
then held ip Helena. N
. “One source of conslderable litigatlon In
thosa days arpse over the selzure of wagons
and teams in the possession of whisky ped-
dlers, and it was the custom to prosecute
the peddler for introducing whisky into the
Territory, and then confiscate the wagon,
iea{’n anlz?L other property and condemn it

0 be a0

“] remember one Incident In regard to
introducing whisky into Indian Terrltory..
«A.man.carried a barrel of whisky up on,
the billside near Evarsyille, Ark, near the
lne ,of the Cherokee Nation, and p
half a_dozen ears of corn under the barrel
to hold it up so 1t would not roll down the
hill> The barre! was so arranged that tf
it started It would roll down into the Chero-
kee Natlon,’the Arsansas State line betng
at the foot of the hill in such a position
#hat the barrel could not stop until 1t land-
ed In Indlan Territory. .A few ears of corn
were scattered arcund the barrel. The

eddler then hied away to awalt results.

goon an old sow and some Dplgs‘came along _/
rand commenced to eat the corn. Then the
.corn was rooted out from under the bar-
rel, and It, with its whisky, went rolling
down into Indian JLerritory. A Deputy
Marshal ywas in hiding- 2lso, and as soon
as the dler.went to his barrel and got
started up In businesa he- was arrested;
tried and co~victed for intreducing Hguor
into.Indian Territory.

~Another source of litlgation ‘was from
the manufacture of tobacco. especially in
Indian Territory. People claimed they had
a right to manufacture tobacco without
paying the revenue ou it. Half 2 dozen or
more tobacco factorles started up, \When
they refused 1o pay the revenue the fo-
bacco and factory were seized and con-
demned toibe sold. The case.went to the
Supreme Court and was sustaimed on a

' divided opinien, and the owners of tie fac
 tories were indicted nuder the Tevenue law,.
and, after .the civil casea were decided -
 azafnct them, and on the instroction of In-,
spector, McDonall, 8 nolle prosequl was
' entered in all the cases except ome, that of ¥
 Elias Boudinot. I wrote to the Attorney Ly
General for duthority to dismlss that casg.
py+ ve decllned to authorize me to.dg i
 There"had been 2 pcrsonal difficurry: pest
tween Inspector McDonald and Boullnot,

and «the former used his influence‘ty have
the latter prosecuted. 1, however, enterad

nolle_prosequi and Judge Caldwell sps-
talned me In it. L. could see no jfustice in
presecuting one manr and permitting the
others to go free.

“There was another source of tronble,
which was_the contentlon of  jurisdietion
betwesn  the Cherokee Nation.ang the
United States in'certuin caces, and Wm' p,
Ross, who was Princlpal Chlef or-'tng -

Cherokees, and other Chercliee officers

per head for the Fishers, dead or alive., \
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Court that day had decided the contention
in’favor of the;Unlted States, and agq meﬁe
was. nothing 1o be galtned by golng forther, <
the case was dlsmissed Wit P, Rosr was

z gentleman of most pleasmg address, ang
would have graced any positlon.he might
have been called upon to MIL-

“We did not have the amount of erime in
those davs in Indian Territory that we haye-
now. ' The building of ratiroads brought

Te; Ty,-and
.wita it the more extenslve hecama the
Uauer traffief hencs mors erimed - of



